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Background
�context

Workshop
�Sherlock

�Feedback and evaluation
• From the video exercise
• From students 
• From University of Illinois Transparency 

in Learning & Teaching Initiative
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Background

Priest, A. (2009)

Bloom’s Taxonomy

O’Neill et al (2009)
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Back in Glasgow

Problem
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Solution

Elementary, my dear…
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Elementary, my dear…

Bloom’s Taxonomy in action

• We are going to watch a short video of “Sherlock”

• What you see and what you hear are equally 
important

• Try to imagine what it feels like to be the central  
character

• Use what you see, hear and know about the 
character to answer the questions that follow

• Use your imagination
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Feedback

• Group discussion

Number of answers

Complexity of answers

Number of sources

Feedback

• Student evaluation
– Qualitative

– Diaries

– Interviews

“I have a well known reputation for not actually reading the question 
and instead answering either the question that *I* think has been 
asked and answering an entirely different question whatsoever, or 
answering what I want to answer which isn't the actual question… 
Had I actually been introduced to the taxonomy concept earlier, I 
think a lot of misunderstandings and misanswered questions in my 
school and academic life could actually have been avoided!”

“Bloom's taxonomy was also demonstrated via a video of Sherlock in which the class were 
to listen and see what was played on the screen. From this clip we had constructed a 
series of explanations by answering certain questions about the clip. The idea of Bloom's 
taxonomy was then broken down and I also believed that Blooms taxonomy can be used in 
all aspects of life. One moral i grasped from Bloom's taxonomy was that questions based 
on knowledge can only lead to one answer. But with Analysis, Evaluation.. etc, many 
answers can be constructed by the same source ( the clip of Sherlock.)”
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Feedback

• Student evaluation
– Qualitative

– Diaries

– Interviews

“After more self-evaluation we learnt about Bloom's taxonomy. This 
was the most interesting part of the day for me as I quickly picked up 
the concept although I think it could be quite hard to put into 
practice. Using a video of Sherlock and answering question which 
either had a correct answer, were worked out from basic clues or 
guesswork from previous knowledge. This helped with the way I will 
now think of all questions I come across and I can apply it to any 
situation. I was really happy I took away something so useful from 
the first day. I am really looking forward to what tomorrow brings”

“I think having the knowledge from the taxonomy etc today 
will help my thinking in further sessions and also in 
general.”

University of Illinois Transparency in 
Teaching & Learning

Initiative

• Mary-Ann Winklemes
– International

– Students at any level

– Classroom intervention
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University of Illinois Transparency in 
Teaching & Learning

Initiative

Coursework & activities 
of benefit to learning

Collaborating effectively 
with others

Examine idea, 
experience or theory

Making sustainable 
decisions

Ability to judge how a 
group meets its goals

Ability to succeed 
in this field

Incorporation of 
students’ suggestions 
& interests

University of Illinois Transparency in 
Teaching & Learning

Initiative

Effective writing

Learning to learn

Effective individual learning

Collaborating 
effectively with others
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Conclusions

• Students gain
– Effective collaboration
– Critical thinking
– Effective judgements
– Confidence in success
– Active role in the course

• Liminality
– Learning to learn
– Moving from unconscious ignorance to conscious ignorance
– Opportunity for

– Creativity
– Learning
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Thank you to my colleague Eamonn Butler, and to the students who participate in Business 
& Bioscience.


