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Please grade each of the areas using S (satisfactory), N/A (not applicable) or NS (not satisfactory). Your assessment should reflect 
what you would reasonably expect of a veterinary undergraduate student progressing from foundation to clinical phase.  Any NS 
skills should be indicated in the comments box along with other feedback. 

Examination Notes Feedback 
Appropriate 
clothing and 
appearance 

Eg. Clean scrubs, sensible footwear, hair tied back 
in topknot, short unpolished nails, no visible 
piercings etc 

S 

Instruments 
held correctly 
throughout task 

Forceps held chopstick mode 
Scissors and Needle holders in tripod grip, (thumb 
and ring finger in handles with index finger 
extended along shaft) 

S 

Correct 
handling of 
needle 

Needle held in holder third to midway along its 
length. 
Point of needle not touched by fingers or 
instruments 

S 

Performs simple 
interrupted 
suture 

Takes bites approximately 7 -10 mm from skin edge 
Knot is not over incision 
Suture not too tight or too loose 
Ends cut leaving at least 1cm of material 

S 

Surgeons knot Pattern of turns 2-1-1  
Throws placed in opposing directions (i.e. not a 
granny knot or a slip knot) 
Fluid technique indicating dexterity and practice 

S 

Demonstrates 
WHO 
handwash 
technique  

All jewellery removed, sleeves rolled up. 
Warm water and sufficient soap, hands washed 
palm to palm, backs of hands, interlaced fingers, 
both thumbs, finger tips, wrists 
Hands rinsed and dried thoroughly, tissue used to 
turn off tap 

S 

 
 
 
 

 
Overall Outcome: 
Competent 
Feedback: 
Readjust needle before driving needle through to opposite side 
 
 


