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Critical Skills Direct Observation of Procedural Skills (DOPS)

FP3 — Equine Handling

Please grade each of the areas using S (satisfactory), N/A (not applicable) or NS (not satisfactory). Your assessment should reflect
what you would reasonably expect of a veterinary undergraduate student progressing from foundation to clinical phase. Any NS
skills should be indicated in the comments box along with other feedback.

Examination

Notes

Feedback

Appropriate clothing
and appearance

Eg. Clean overalls and boots, long hair tied
back in topknot, short unpolished nails, , no
visible piercings

S

Safely approach the
horse

Ensures stable door is fully shut or under the
control of another operator. Approaches
animal in a safe and appropriate manner.
Does not cause undue alarm to the animal.

Apply headcollar

Applies halter without causing harm or
distress to the animal. Finishes with it correctly
positioned and at an appropriate tension

Tie horse up

Ties a quick release knot to string loop, not
fixed ring, resulting in the rope being an
appropriate length and the knot being an
appropriate tension to restrain the animal.

Pick up one front foot

Runs hand down leg and successfully lifts
foot.

Pick out one same
front foot

Demonstrates removal of material from heel to
toe using a hoof pick. Cleans collateral sulci of
frog but avoids frog itself. Places foot back
down rather than dropping.

Lead horse out of
stable

Unties knot. Holds rope at appropriate length.
Ensures stable door is fully open (by action or
request to another operator). Leads horse out
of stable using appropriate body language and
position relative to the animal. Induces animal
to move in a manner appropriate to its level of
compliance without causing it undue alarm.
Walks the animal in a straight line for several
steps away from the stable.

Turn horse and lead
back in

Demonstrates control of animal by turning it
away from themselves then leading it back
through stable door in a controlled manner.
Ensures animal has enough space and does
not make contact with doorway.

Close stable door and
remove headcollar

Turn horse around in stable and close stable
door (by action or request to another
operator). Remove headcollar and leave
stable safely ensuring stable door is closed
behind them.

Overall Outcome:
Competent

Feedback:




| well done




