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Critical Skills Direct Observation of Procedural Skills (DOPS)

FP1 — Cattle Handling

Please grade each of the areas using S (satisfactory), N/A (not applicable) or NS (not satisfactory). Your assessment should reflect
what you would reasonably expect of a veterinary undergraduate student progressing from foundation to clinical phase. Any NS
skills should be indicated in the comments box along with other feedback.

to relevant regulations
regarding health and
safety

Examination Notes Feedback

Appropriate clothing Eg. clean overall, wellington boots, waterproof | s

and appearance over trousers, jacket, long hair in top knot, no
visible piercings, short, unpolished nails

Safely approach the Approaches animal in a safe and appropriate S

cow manner. Does not cause undue alarm to the
animal.

Move/shed the Induces the selected animal to move in a S

‘candidate’ cow away | manner appropriate to its level of compliance

from the group without causing it undue alarm. Stands in an

towards the race or appropriate position and uses appropriate

adjacent pen body language.

Direct the cow As above without compromising their safety or | s

through the race or that of the animal.

into an adjacent pen

Apply a rope halter Where a cow is restrained in a crush or in S
locking headgates, applies halter without
causing harm or distress to the animal.
Finishes with it correctly positioned, at an
appropriate tension and tied to a secure point
using a secure quick release knot.

Remove the halter Safely removes the halter without causing S
harm or distress to the animal

Demonstrates S

compassion, care and

due respect to animal

and owner

Observe and adhere S

Overall Outcome:
Competent

Feedback:

completed all tasks competently




